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Partners 2025 

Nordic Transportpolitical Network (NTN) is a regional transport policy cooperation that has existed since 
1998. Partners in the network are regions/county councils with common interests in efficient and 
sustconnections between the regions and between the western Scandinavia and Central Europe. NTN is 
aiming to create the basis for transport policy decisions and qualifying regional planning of transport and 
infrastructure. The overall vision is developing transport and infrastructure in effective and sustainable way 
to create regional development. Participants in NTN are 3 Norwegian county councils and three Danish 
regions. 
 

Regions participating in the NTN cooperation 
 
NORWAY: 
 
Agder County 
Contact: Jostein Akselsen 

E-mail: jostein.akselsen@agderfk.no 
Phone: +47 90606960 
 

 
Vestfold County 
Contact: Linda Carolina Ehnmark 
Email: linda.ehnmark@vestfoldfylke.no 

Phone: +47 3334 4032  
  
County 
Contact: Johannes Rindal 
E-mail: johannes.rindal@telemarkfylke.no 
Phone: +47 41440928 

 

  
 

 
 
 
DENMARK: 
 
 
North Denmark Region  
Contact: Tommy T. Madsen 
E-mail: ttm@rn.dk 
Phone: +45 22568464 
  
Central Denmark Region  
Contact: Sille Møberg Askholm 
E-mail: sille.askholm@ru.rm.dk 
Phone: +45 5185 0725 
  
Region of South Denmark 
Contact: Niels Græsbøll Olesen 
E-mail: ngo@rsyd.dk 
Phone: +45 2928 3463 

 

 
 
Website: www.ntn.dk  

 

 
  

mailto:Vidar.Ose@agderfk.no
mailto:Vidar.Ose@agderfk.no
mailto:marit.lindseth@vtfk.no
http://www.ntn.dk/
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Trends  

Transport Statistics 2025 Western Scandinavia contains a number of key figures for the overall 
infrastructure and the development of passenger and freight transport. There is a particular focus on 
international transport and the development of traffic in the international corridors. 
The statistics contain figures for the latest years where figures have been published, 2023 or 2024, as well 
as the development of traffic for a number of years. Where possible, the development of the last 10 years 
is highlighted. 
The development covers growth up to 2020. The years with COVID-19 meant a "disruption" with unusually 
large fluctuations in traffic. From 2022, traffic is returning to the level from before COVID-19. The 
development in recent years has varied greatly from region to region and between the different means of 
transport. This is explained in more detail below. 
 
Passenger transport 
Car traffic across borders by ferry, via bridge and by road increased by a total of approx. 2% from 2015 to 
2019, from 2019 to 2021 car traffic was almost halved, since 2021 traffic has increased again, total car 
traffic across borders was 1% lower in 2024 than in 2015. 
Passenger traffic over airports in the Western Scandinavian focus area increased between approx. 7% in 
Norway and 14% in Denmark from 2015 to 2019. COVID-19 had serious consequences for passenger 
traffic by air, the number of passengers fell by almost 80%, the decrease was of the same magnitude in all 
4 countries for which the statistics contain data. Since 2021 the number of passengers over airports has 
increased, in 2024 the number of passengers was at the same level as in 2015 in Norway and approx. 14% 
higher in Denmark compared to 2015. 
Passenger transport work by train increased between 8 and 14% in Norway, Sweden and Germany from 
2015 to 2019, in Denmark passenger transport work by train decreased during the same period by approx. 
3%. During COVID-19, transport work was halved. In 2024, transport work by train was 5% higher in 
Sweden and Denmark and 9% higher in Norway compared to 2015, in Germany transport work in 2023 
(latest year with data) was 14% higher than in 2015. 
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Freight transport 
Truck traffic across borders by train, via bridge and by road increased by a total of approximately 11% 
from 2015 to 2019, with significant differences between the individual corridors: 

• the increase was greatest on the road connections between Norway and Sweden, where truck 
traffic increased by 31% 

• on the ferry routes across the Fehmarn Belt, truck traffic increased by 23% 
• across the Oresund by 13% 
• across the land border in Southern Jutland by 12% 
• on the ferry routes across the Skagerrak between Jutland and Norway, truck traffic decreased by 

approximately 15%. 
 
During COVID-19, there was continued growth in total truck traffic. In 2022 truck traffic had increased by 
14% compared to 2015. 
From 2022 to 2024, there has been a decrease in total truck traffic across borders of approximately 3%. 
In 2024, however, total truck traffic across borders was 11% higher than in 2015, corresponding to 
approximately 770,000 trucks per year or approximately 2,050 per day 365 days a year. 
International freight transport by ferry and RO-RO has developed very differently from country to country. 
In Norway, traffic has decreased by approximately 2% from 2015 to 2024, and there has been a shift in 
the period, so that freight turnover via the Port of Oslo has decreased, and turnover via a number of other 
ports along the coast has increased. Note that the statistics include both freight with combined passenger 
and freight ferries (RO-PAX) and pure freight ferries (RO-RO). 
Freight turnover with container ships has also varied greatly from country to country: 

• In Germany, freight turnover via the Port of Hamburg dominates the statistics, here turnover has 
decreased by approximately 17% the from 2015 to 2024. 

• In Denmark, freight turnover with containers has increased by approx. 41% from 2015 to 2024. 
• In Sweden, freight turnover with containers via the Port of Gothenburg has increased by 13% from 

2015 to 2024. 
The statistics on freight turnover via the region's airports cover significant differences between the different 
airports included in the statistics. Three airports: Gardermoen (Norway), Billund and Copenhagen 
(Denmark) account for 90% of the total air cargo in the statistics. For all three airports, there has been 
growth in freight turnover from 2015 to 2024: 

• Gardermoen: 52% 
• Billund 42% 
• Copenhagen Airport 34%. 

The statistics (page 36) contain a table with the total freight turnover by rail in the 4 countries covered by 
the statistics. The total freight turnover by rail in 2024 was approximately 7% lower than in 2015. 
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Key indicators West Scandinavia 

Table 1. Area and population 

 
Notes: 
1) Data from Germany is for 2023  
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Table 2. Employment 2024. Number of employees 

 
 
 
Primary sector:  Agriculture, Agriculture, Fisheries 
 
Secondary sector:  Manufacturing Industry (textile and leather, wood, paper and printing industry - chemical industry and plastics industry - 

stone, clay and glass industry - Furniture industry and other industries), Construction, Energy and Water Supply 

Tertiary sector:  Finance and Insurance, Real estate and renting, Business, Public Administration, Wholesale, Retail trade and repair 
businesses 

 

Notes:       
1) Sweden: mining are included in the secondary sector    
2) Figures for German regions includes: Sozialversicherungspflichtig Beschäftigte  
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Ferry routes servicing NTN's West Scandinavian focus area 
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International corridors 

Table 3. Key figures for the ferry routes in the corridor and passing the Oresund Bridge 2024 

 
notes: 
The international ferry corridors in the statistics covers international transport connections over water served by ferry connections. On the Oresund, 
the international ferry connections is supplemented by the Oresund Bridge. 
 
1) Stena Line's ferry route between Frederikshavn and Oslo is closed in spring 2020. From June 2020, the sailing on DFDS' ferry route between 
Oslo and Copenhagen has been changed, so that the ferry docks in Frederikshavn both ways. It is not possible to transport goods and travel as a 
passenger between Frederikshavn and Copenhagen on the route. 
2) Data for the routes between Kristiansand-Hirtshals and Helsingør-Helsingborg contain data from all ferry companies’ operation here 
3) Sailing time summer or winter 
4) Other ferry routes include Helsingborg – Travemünde and Malmö - Travemünde 
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International freight transport across borders excl. bulk transport. Mill. tonne 
The black numbers refer to the table on page 15 
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Table 4. Freight in international traffic passing the borders in NTN’s Scandinavian focus area 2024. Includes 
transports by truck, train and trailers on ferry and containers on ship. The heavy bulk transports (eg. oil, 
coal, lumber, rock og feed) by ship are not included. Mill. tonnes 

 
Notes:  
Data for Varberg and Puttgarden for 2023 and 2024 have not been published yet  
The calculation of freight volumes by truck across the border between Norway and Sweden has changed compared to previous statistics (before 
2023). Now the weight of goods is based on goods by truck calculated in the foreign trade statistics.  
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Freight transport by truck, ferry, train, and containers and unaccompanied trailers by ship to and from 
Denmark 2024. Mill. tonnes 
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Table 5 Freight transport by truck, ferry, train, and containers and unaccompanied trailers by ship to and 
from Denmark 2024. Mill. tonnes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



18 
 

Passenger transport to and from Denmark by car, ferry and train 2024.  
Thousand passengers per 24/7 (AADT, Annual Average Daily Traffic)

  
  



19 
 

Table 6 Passenger transport to and from Denmark by car, ferry and train 2024. Thousend passengers per 
24/7. (AADT, Annual Average Daily Traffic)  

 
Note: The calculation assumes in average 1.54 persons per car in cross-border passenger traffic. This prerequisite has not been changed during the 
period the statistics have been compiled, i.e. since 2008. For the period 2012-2014, the Danish Transport Survey, TU, has calculated that the 
number of people per car on international trips was 1.67, while for national trips in East and West Denmark were calculated 1.26 and 1.29, 
respectively.  
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Table 7. The international car traffic in 7 "border sections". 
The development 2015 – 2024, index 2015 = 100. 
Number of cars (passenger cars and trucks) passing the border per years 2015 and 2024, as well as the 
proportion of which were trucks 
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Table 8. The international truck traffic in 7 "border sections". 
The development 2015 – 2024, index 2015 = 100. 
Number of trucks crossing the border 2024 
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Figure 1. The development: total cross-border car traffic (passenger cars and trucks) in 7 "border sections" 
Index 2015 = 100  

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. The development: cross-border lorry traffic in 7 "border sections".  
Index 2015 = 100   

 
Note: The time series for lorry traffic across the border between Norway and Sweden has been corrected (development 2015-16) based on the 
weight of goods by lorry in the Norwegian foreign trade statistics. This is a change compared to the statistics from 2022. 
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Figure 3. The total cross-border car traffic (passenger cars and trucks) in 7 "border sections" 
Number of cars 2015 and 2024. ADT 

 
 
 
 
Figure 4. The cross-border lorry traffic in 7 "border sections" 
Number of trucks 2014 and 2023. ADT 

 
NB: there is not the same scale in the two figures (the difference is a factor of 10) 
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Roads 

Table 9. Road network 2024. Kilometres of road  

 
Notes: 
Due to different administrative divisions, the statistics are not comparable from country to country. 
 
1) Data for Sweden are from 2010 
2) Data for Germany includes roads outside cities. Motorways include the "Bundesautobahnen" 
3) Other roads in Denmark include the road construction on the The Great Belt Bridge 
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Table 10. Road traffic on selected sections, AADT 

 
 
Notes: 
Trucks on the road network in Denmark are classified as vehicles over 5.8 metres 
NB the time series has been updated in 2020, so that the truck category is now consistently calculated as cars over 5.8 metres. 
On the border in Southern Jutland, the Road Directorate has from 2017 calculated the number of trucks on the basis of pattern recognition, this 
has meant approx. 10% fewer trucks in the counts, therefore the figures for the number of trucks here cannot be compared with previous years.  
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The ports that serve NTN's West Scandinavian focus area 
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Ports 

Tab 11. The total freight turnover in the ports, 1000 tonnes 

 
NB: Data on ports in Germany and Sweden is missing for recent years, therefore total traffic cannot be calculated for those years. 
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Table 12. International freight turnover in the ports by ferries and ro-ro, 1000 tonnes 

 
NB: Data on ports in Germany and Sweden is missing for recent years; therefore, total traffic cannot be calculated for those years. 
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Table 13. International freight turnover in the ports with containers, 1000 tonnes 

 
NB: Data on ports in Germany and Sweden is missing for recent years; therefore, total traffic cannot be calculated for those years. 
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Figure 5. The development in the total freight turnover of the ports in NTN's West Scandinavian focus area 
in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Germany.  
Index 2015 = 100 

 
NB: Data on ports in Germany and Sweden is missing for recent years; therefore, total traffic cannot be calculated for those years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6. The development in international freight turnover by ferries and RO-RO over the ports in NTN's 
West Scandinavian focus area in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Germany. 
Index 2015 = 100  

 
NB: Data on ports in Germany and Sweden is missing for recent years; therefore, total traffic cannot be calculated for those years. 
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Figure 7. The development in international freight turnover in containers over the ports in NTN's West 
Scandinavian focus area in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Germany. 
Index 2015 = 100 

 
NB: Data on ports in Germany and Sweden is missing for recent years; therefore, total traffic cannot be calculated for those years. 
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Airports serving NTN's West Scandinavian focus area 
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Airports 

Table 14. Airports - total number of passengers to/from the airports incl. transit 
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Table 15. Airports - freight turnover 

 
Note: 
Freight transport via Billund Airport is calculated here on the basis of the statistics that the airport publishes on their website. The statistics include 
goods that are classified as aircargo at the airport. 
For the other airports, the calculation is based on the national statistics administrations, in Denmark, for example, Statistics Denmark. 
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Figure 8. The development in the number of passengers at the airports in NTN's West Scandinavian focus 
area in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Germany. 
Index 2015 = 100 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9. The development in freight turnover at the airports in NTN's West Scandinavian focus area in 
Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Germany. 
Index 2015 = 100 
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Rail 

Table 16. Freight transport by rail in Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Northern Germany 

 
Note: 
Note that ore transport is included in both the Swedish and Norwegian statistics. However, they are handled differently in the two statistics: 
• In Norway, transport with ore and other products extracted by mining is calculated as an independent product group 
• In Sweden, transport on the Swedish part of the Malmbanen is calculated separately 
Therefore, the two statistics cannot be 100% compared. However, they both give a picture of the importance of transporting raw materials from 
mining in the two countries. 
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Figure 10. The development in national and international freight turnover with rail in Norway, Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden from 2015 to 2024 
Indexed development, 2015 = 100 

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 11. The development of passenger transport work by rail in Norway, Denmark, Germany and 
Sweden from 2015 to 2024 (NB national level). 
Indexed development, 2015 = 100  

 
The source for this figure is the table on page 38. As can be seen, there are no data for 2024 for Germany. 
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Developments in passenger transport 
work 

Table 17. Developments in passenger transport work 2015 – 2024 in Denmark, Norway, Germany and 
Sweden  
Mia. passenger km NB: the table includes passenger traffic at national level for the four countries 

 
Note: In Sweden, there is a data breach from 2017 to 2018 due to changed methods for calculating passenger transport work by car and 
bicycle/walking. For the transport work by car, the change has meant that the calculation of the passenger transport work has been adjusted down 
by approx. 17%. International trips by plane to and from Swedish airports are included in the national passenger transport work from 2018.  
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Figure 12. The development in passenger transport work per person per year in Norway, Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden from 2015 to 2024 (NB national level). 
1000 km per person per year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 13. Passenger kilometres per inhabitant distributed by means of transport in Norway, Denmark, 
Germany and Sweden (NB national level - NB latest year with data). 
Kilometres per inhabitant per year 

 
Note: 
There is a difference in which means of transport are included in the calculation of passenger transport work from country to country. In Sweden, 
passenger transport work is calculated by walking, cycling, moped and motorbike. In Denmark, the calculation does not include passenger 
transport work on foot. In Norway, passenger transport work such as walking and cycling is not included in the calculation. In Germany, passenger 
transport work with motorbikes and mopeds is included under "passenger car", and passenger transport work by bus here includes all local public 
transport (ÖPNV) as well as on-demand driving by bus. 
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Landings of fish 

 
Table 18. Total caught fish landings in Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Germany 
For Norway, the table is supplemented with the weight of slaughtered fish from aquaculture (sea farming). 
Thousand tonnes 
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Table 19. Total catch in Denmark and Norway, divided by region 
For Norway, the table is supplemented with the weight of slaughtered fish from aquaculture (sea farming).  
Thousand tonnes 
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Table 20. Caught fish landings in the largest fishing ports in Denmark and Norway. Thousand tonnes 

 
Note: 
1) The statistics have changed from 2020, for Westland County this has also meant a changed division into municipalities. Therefore, the statistics 
are not comparable with previous years for Western Norway 
2) In Norway, the statistics show the distribution of the country's catch by municipalities 
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Data Sources 

Area, population and employment 
• Denmark: Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken www.dst.dk  
• Norway:  SSB Statistikkbanken www.ssb.no   
• Sweden:  Statistikdatabasen www.scb.se  
• Germany:  Statistikportal.de www.statistik-portal.de  

 
Key figures for ferry corridors 

• Ferries from Denmark: Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken and SSB statistikbanken (Norway) 
• Ferries Sweden - Germany: Trafikanalys 
• Ferries Norway - Germany / Norway - Sweden: SSB statistikbanken (Norway) 

 
Road network 

• Denmark: Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken  
• Norway:  Statens Vegvesen www.vegvesen.no   
• Sweden:  Statistikdatabasen  
• Germany:  Statistikportal.de  

 
International lorry traffic 

• The Road Directorate 
• Statens Vegvesen, Norway 
• Danmarks Statistik, statistikbanken 
• Øresundsbroen, www.oresundsbron.com  

 
Roadtraffic 

• Denmark:  Vejdirektoratet  
• Norway: Statens Vegvesen 
• Germany:  Bundesanstalt für Straßenwesen, Bast.de   

 
Freight turnover in ports 

• Denmark:  Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken 
• Norway: SSB statistikkbanken 
• Sweden:  Eurostat   
• Germany:  Eurostat 

 
  

http://www.dst.dk/
http://www.ssb.no/
http://www.scb.se/
http://www.statistik-portal.de/
http://www.vegvesen.no/
http://www.oresundsbron.com/
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Passenger traffic at airports 
• Denmark:  Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken 
• Norway: SSB statistikkbanken 
• Sweden: Trafikanalys. www.Trafa.se   
• Germany: Genesis Online www-genesis.destatis.de  

 
Freight transport in airports: 

• Billund airport:  Homepage of the airport www.billund-airport.dk/  
• Denmark:  Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken 
• Norway: SSB statistikkbanken 
• Sweden:  Trafikanalys. www.Trafa.se   
• Germany:  Genesis Online www-genesis.destatis.de  

 
Freight transport by rail 

• Danmark:  Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken 
• Sweden:  Trafikanalys 
• Norway:  SSB Statistikkbanken 
• Germany:  Genesis Online www-genesis.destatis.de  

 
Passenger transport works: 

• Denmark:  Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken 
• Sweden:  Trafikanalys  www.trafa.se  
• Norway:  SSB Statistikkbanken  
• Germany:  Verkehr in Zahlen. www.bmvi.de  

 
Landed catch of fish: 

• Denmark:  Danmarks Statistik, Statistikbanken, and Danmarks Fiskeriforening 
• Sweden:  Eurostat 
• Norway:  SSB Statistikkbanken og Fiskeridirektoratet 
• Germany:  Eurostat 

 
 
 

  

http://www.trafa.se/
https://www-genesis.destatis.de/
http://www.billund-airport.dk/
http://www.trafa.se/
https://www-genesis.destatis.de/
https://www-genesis.destatis.de/
http://www.trafa.se/
http://www.bmvi.de/
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Explanation of words 

 
Passenger transport work 
Passenger transport work is the measure of the travel activity carried out by people in a region over a 
period of time. 
Passenger transport work is measured as the total journey length of all persons in the region during the 
period. 
Passenger transport work is calculated as passenger-kilometers. 
 
Passenger kilometers 
1 passenger kilometer is the transport work a person has completed when a kilometer has been traveled. 
 
AADT (Annual Average Daily Traffic)  
Average daily traffic on a roadway link for all days of the week during a period of one year, expressed in 
vpd (vehicles per day).  
 
RO-RO traffic 
RoRo (English acronym: roll on – roll off) is a term for a type of ship that has a design where rolling cargo 
can be driven from  the quay and  directly on board and out of the ship again. When it comes to freight 
transport, Ro-Ro covers goods on loose trailers that are pulled on and off the ferry, and goods on trucks, 
where the driver also drives on board. 
 
Bulk transport 
Bulk transports include those transports of goods by ship that are not handled in "unit load carriers" but 
are loaded and loaded directly onto the ship (e.g. oil, coal, timber, stone and feed) 
 
 

https://da.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaj_(havn)

